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southern islands. 
The Christian influ- 
ence dates from 1521, 
when Magellanland- 
ed on Cebu, opening the way for Spanish 
colonization in 1565. Spain’s rule lasted 333 
years, ending with the Spanish-American 
War. The United States guided the Philip- 
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still keep that idealism from flowering fully. 

Far more than wars and occupation, geogra- 
phy has fragmented ‘the Republic of the Philip- 
pines. Its 32,600,000 people live on a galaxy 
of islands strung out north and south for 1,150 
miles between the Pacific Ocean and the South 
China Sea (maps, pages 312-13). 

No one knows how many islands there are: 
the republic itself says simply “more than 7,100.” 
New islands appear from time to time as vol- 
canoes thrust their smoking cones above the sea. 
And, after a few years of pounding by the waves, 
some of these new islands vanish. 

The eruption of Taal Volcano on September 
28, 1865, emphasized again the influence of 
litanigenatural forces on life in the Philippines. 
The Fano, rising as an island in Lake Taal. 
40 m2 south of Manila, roared for three 
davs ty blasted out untold tons of mud and 
glowig@ pumice (pages 306-7). Fields and 
housc@were buried under siltlike ash. Two 
hundreg people lost their lives, and thousands 
of honf@less on the island and around the lake 
Were pew to relief centers. 
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were nat very strong at first, 
7 ee hali an hour later, a deafening blast 
shook @i¢ island. It was time to leave.” 

Congado Andal jammed 20 women and 
childrgy inte the same small boat we were 
using, “hey started north, away from the vol- 
cano’sm@ruption center. They had traveled 
about Go and a half miles when another ex, 
plosion’ split the night. 

“Théte was a big volume of gas and steam, 
Mr. Aggal said. “That was when the storm 
and eleggrical display started. It was just like 
Romarsjandles—flashes of red and yellow.” 

The @uption, possibly triggered by seepage 
of watgirom the lake into the depths of the 
earth, Cagated its own thunderstorm. Billions 
of galls of water, steam, gas, and mud 
ch to the air. ; 

Mr. dal remembered shouting to boat- 
loads ofpefurees from the island to head north. 

“I ws afraid of the big waves that would 
come,” $y told us. His warnings could not be 
heard the noisy night. Many of the volca- 
no's vicgns drowned when seismic waves en- 
gulfed (Qeir overioaded boats. 

On ema 30, 1965, Taal spewed up a 
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black elader cone 1,000 feet in diameter. It 
formed Gy, horseshoe islet (visible in inlet at 
upper eght, page 307) Wisps of steam still 
escaped from the cone near the water line as 
we climbed its gently sloping side and had a 
picnic lunch on the rim. 


Crater-pocked time bomb, Taal Volcano rises 
from Lake Taal, 40 miles south of Manila. Dor- 
mant for half a century, the volcanic island sud- 
denly erupted in September, 1965, blasting out the 
inlet at upper right and spewing ash and pumice 


from the new crater in the inlet. Steam shot a thou- 
sand feet aloft, spreading debris so thick that it 
buried scores of the cataclysm’s 200 victims and 
their flourishing stands of cocenut and banana. 
Two days Jater the volcano still helched (inset). 


Nearly 3,000 people lived on the five-mile-long 
by three-mile-wide island before the eruption; 
many have since returned to their hornes. Water- 
filled crater at center of the large picture formed 
in a 1911 eruption that claimed 1,335 lives. 
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